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A collaborative effort of the East West Center 
in Washington and Royal Thai Embassy, 
Washington, DC.

In March 2022, the East-West Center in 
Washington (EWCW), in collaboration with 
the Royal Thai Embassy, Washington, DC, 
convened a two-day seminar in which 
experts from Thailand and the United States 
discussed issues and opportunities for the 
US-Thailand alliance. The workshop included 

a diverse array of discussants hailing from government, military, academic, 
think tank, and private sector backgrounds. This report, which 
adheres to the “Chatham House Rule” under which observations 
referred to in the report are not attributed to any individual 
participant, is a summary of the group discussions and the key 
themes from the seminar.
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PUBLICATIONS WEBINARS

NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE UNITED STATES-KINGDOM OF THAILAND 
ALLIANCE IN THE INDO-PACIFIC SERIES

US and Thailand Perspectives on Geostrategic  
Landscape and Regional Architecture (2021)

Forging Thailand-US Climate and Energy Partnership 
(2021)

Forging Thailand-US Economic Partnership: 
A Pathway Toward Post-COVID-19 Recovery (2021)

Dr. Darmp Sukontasap, Co-founder and Director, Institute of Diplomacy and International  
Studies (IDIS), Rangsit University; Former Sen. Cory Gardner (CO); Mr. Alex Feldman,  
President & CEO, US-ASEAN Business Council; Dr. Satu P. Limaye, East-West Center.

Mr. Kulit Sombatsiri, Permanent Secretary, Thailand Ministry of Energy;  
Mr. Mark W. Menezes, former Deputy Secretary of Energy, United States Department of 
Energy; Mr. Noppadol Dej-Udom, Chief Sustainability Officer, Charoen Pokphand Group 
Company Limited (C.P. Group); H.E. Piper Campbell, Former Head of the US Mission to the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) & Adjunct Professorial Lecturer, American 
University; Ms. Courtney Weatherby, Research Analyst and Deputy Director, Energy, Water, 
and Sustainability, Southeast Asia, The Stimson Center.

Dr. Luxmon Attapich, Deputy Secretary General, Eastern Economic Corridor Office of  
Thailand; H.E. Michael DeSombre, Former United States Ambassador to Kingdom of  
Thailand; Mr. John Goyer, Executive Director, Southeast Asia, US Chamber of Commerce;  
Dr. Satu P. Limaye, East-West Center.
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AsiaMattersforAmerica.org

ASEAN Matters  
for America   

(2023 - 6th edition)

APEC Matters  
for America   

(2023)

The Mekong Matters  
for America  

(2020)

This initiative maps the trade, investment, 
employment, business, diplomacy, security, 
education, tourism, and people-to-people 
connections between the United States 
and the Indo-Pacific at the national, state, 
and local levels. This website, publication, 
and one-page summaries for states and 
congressional districts are 
resources for understanding the 
robust and dynamic US-Indo-
Pacific relationship.

Asia Matters for America

Asia Matters  
for America  

(2022 - 4th edition)
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The East-West Center promotes better relations and understanding among the 
people and nations of the United States, Asia, and the Pacific through cooperative  
study research and dialogue. Established by the US Congress in 1960, the Center 
serves as a resource for information and analysis on critical issues of common 
concern, bringing people together to exchange views, build expertise, and develop 
policy options. The East-West Center in Washington, a program of the East-
West Center, advances US–Indo-Pacific relations by creating innovative content, 
publications, exchanges, and outreach activities.

For more information, 
please contact:
Washington@EastWestCenter.org

Or visit our website: 
www.EastWestCenter.org 

ASIA PACIFIC BULLETIN SPECIAL SERIES 

Revitalize the Thai-US Alliance by Tackling 21st 
Century Challenges: Let’s Start by Working 
Together to Address Marine Plastic Debris (2021) 

Ambassador (retired) Piper Anne Wind Campbell, Adjunct  
Professorial Lecturer at American University and former Chargé  
US Mission to ASEAN, explains that “in both countries, it seems,  
our younger populations are not aware of interesting 
joint initiatives that could inspire a greater sense of 
collaboration and alliance. The solution is to go beyond 
a defense emphasis and to revitalize the Thai-US. 
alliance by tackling 21st century challenges.”

Sustainable Infrastructure Offers Opportunities  
for US-Thai Cooperation (2021) 

Courtney Weatherby, Deputy Director and Research Analyst for the 
Southeast Asia and Energy, Water, & Sustainability programs at the 
Stimson Center, explains that “Thailand’s forward-looking focus 
on climate resilience provides ample opportunities for bilateral 
collaboration with the United States.”

Can US Assistance Reinvigorate the  
US-Thai Alliance? (2021) 

Thomas Parks, the Thailand Country Representative for The Asia 
Foundation, explains that “US-Thai relations matter now more 
than ever. Since 2018, the United States has been expanding 
security cooperation with Thailand, after the historic lows of the 
post-2014 coup years.”

US-Thai Economic Prospects– 
Turning A New Page (2021) 

Judy A. Benn, Former Executive Director American Chamber 
of Commerce in Thailand, explains that “for Thailand to take 
full advantage of post-pandemic opportunities and reignite its 
economy to make-up for the last 18 months, the nation will need 
to capitalize on its centralized geographic location and position 
as one of Southeast Asia’s strongest manufacturing 
bases.”

How to Move the Thailand-US 
Strategic Alliance Forward (2021) 

Dr. Darmp Sukontasap, Director, Institute of Diplomacy and 
International Studies, Rangsit University, Thailand, explains that 
“gone are the days when an alliance is viewed exclusively from the 
security and military perspective. The geopolitical realities of the 
21st century require alliances to encompass agendas 
which are non-military, non-political and  
non-confrontational.”

The Prospects of Thailand-US  
Economic Cooperation (2021) 

Dr. Kaewkamol Pitakdumrongkit, S. Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies (RSIS) of Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore, explains that “data runs contrary to the perception that 
Bangkok is leaning towards Beijing… Thailand embraces American 
economic clout while dreading its Chinese counterpart.”

Thai-US Bilateral Relations:  
Benefits and Challenges (2021) 

Arunrat Chumroentaweesup, Consulting Manager at Tractus Asia, 
explains that “American firms enjoy two significant benefits. First, 
US entities are permitted to maintain a majority shareholding 
or to wholly own a company, branch office or representative 
office located in Thailand. Second, US companies are 
permitted to engage in business on almost the same 
footing as Thai firms and are exempted from most of the 
foreign investment restrictions imposed by the Foreign 
Business Act.”

Old Ally, New Direction:  
Cobra Gold And Beyond (2021) 

Kitti Prasirtsuk, Ph.D., a Professor of International Relations at 
Thammasat University, explains that despite strained US-Thai 
relations over the past decade, the Cobra Gold (CG) military 
exercise “equates to a win for both sides” and “is the cornerstone 
of the US-Thailand alliance, representing a major bond between 
the two nations in their post-Vietnam War relations.”


