
I N D I A /
S O U T H  AS I A 
P R O G R A M S  
AND PROJECTS

 AsiaMattersForAmerica
 AmericaMattersForAsia
 EWCinWashington
 EWCinWashington
 EastWestCenter

www.EastWestCenter.org/Washington

Recent Special Publications Main Publications

During 2023, the 
East-West Center, 
with support from the 
US Department of 
State, held a series 
of three closed-
door conferences 
in Washington, 
DC; Honolulu; and 
Jakarta, at which 
US allies, partners, 
friends, and 

American experts and government officials 
provided their perspectives on US policy 
and implementation with respect to US 
Indo-Pacific Strategy. This report is based 
on insights shared at all three conferences 
and presents supplementary 
materials that provide further 
insights into how stakeholders 
perceive and assess Indo-
Pacific Strategy.

US Indo-Pacific Strategy after 
One Year: Perspectives from 
Allies, Partners, and across the 
Indo-Pacific  

The East-West 
Center proudly 
organized this 
project in partnership 
with the Observer 
Research Foundation 
(ORF). The report 
was launched at the 
ORF Headquarters in 
Delhi, India on June 
14th, 2024.  

As the Quad marks 
its 20th anniversary, this report reflects on 
its journey, assesses its accomplishments, 
and contemplates its future trajectory 
amidst the dynamic geopolitical challenges 
facing the region. This report aims to 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
Quad’s evolution, exploring 
its diplomatic endeavors, 
collaborative efforts, and the 
implications of its strategic 
engagements on regional 
stability and global order.

Two Decades of the Quad:  
Diplomacy & Cooperation  
in the Indo-Pacific  

Growing Foreign and Security 
Policy Challenges Face India’s 
Re-elected Modi Government 

Dr. Frank O’Donnell, 
Adjunct Fellow with 
the East-West Center 
in Washington and 
Nonresident Fellow 
in the Stimson Center 
South Asia Program, 
asserts that Indian 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi faces 
growing challenges 

in his third term, including Chinese hostilities 
in the Himalayas, pursuing more 
peaceful relations with Pakistan, 
and navigating turbulence in  
US-India affairs.

Recent Asia Pacific Bulletin 

Dr. Frank 
O'Donnell, Adjunct 
Fellow with the 
East-West Center 
in Washington and 
Nonresident 
Fellow in the 
Stimson Center 
South Asia 
Program, asserts 
that Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi faces 
growing challenges 
in his third term, 
including Chinese 
hostilities in the 
Himalayas, 
pursuing more 
peaceful relations 
with Pakistan, and 
navigating 
turbulence in US-
India affairs. 
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Growing Foreign and Security Policy Challenges Face India’s Re-
elected Modi Government 
By Dr. Frank O'Donnell  

The 2024 Indian general election—the largest in human history, with 642 million taking part—resulted in a 
third five-year term for incumbent Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the ruling coalition headed by his 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Unlike some of his predecessors, Modi has been keen to establish himself as a 
foreign and defense policy heavyweight. Reflecting the scale of Modi’s stated ambition, India’s External 
Affairs Minister has compared him favorably to India’s founding Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, despite 
the latter’s lasting international reputation as a global leader. BJP campaigning has emphasized this image, to 
the extent that a 2023 Pew poll found that 6 in 10 Indians believed their country had gained global influence 
over Modi’s tenure, compared to around 3 in 10 respondents from nineteen other countries.  

The successful BJP narrative of a confident Modi winning India new respect and clout on the world stage, 
however, is increasingly at odds with deepening tensions with China, alongside a combination of new and 
unresolved issues in its relationships with the United States and Pakistan respectively. Despite his dominance 
over domestic politics and policymaking institutions, many of these challenges are the result of Modi’s 
avoidance of difficult decisions. Whether compelled by his new government’s greater reliance on coalition 
parties, a stronger parliamentary opposition, or a personal decision to secure a legacy through long-lasting 
reforms, the new mandate Modi has gained should be valuably deployed to address these growing challenges 
facing Indian foreign relations. 

Himalayan Hostilities 

One of the largest foreign policy shifts that has taken place during Modi’s tenure—although still predating 
it—has been China’s displacement of Pakistan as the key organizing threat for strategic planners and India’s 
wider policy community. There are several drivers for this development, including China’s growing 
militarized belligerence toward India, dramatic qualitative advancements in PLA capabilities, and growing 
influence with neighbors—such as Sri Lanka, Maldives, and Nepa—which India has long considered part of 
its natural backyard. Recent Sino-Indian flashpoints included the 2017 Doklam crisis, in which Indian forces 
entered Bhutan to prevent China building a strategic road. If completed, the road would have granted the 
PLA a commanding position to cut off the narrow Siliguri Corridor connecting India’s northeast states to 
most of its territory. The standoff lasted for months, ending just before China’s hosting of India and other 
states at the 2017 BRICS summit. Still, the resolution was only temporary as this episode became a 
forerunner to the 2020 Ladakh incursions, a worse crisis which persists today. 

On the night of May 5-6, 2020, thousands of PLA troops along the disputed Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
border area forcibly crossed over to seize territory in multiple areas of Indian-administered Ladakh. Their 
presence along the LAC had been reportedly tracked by Indian intelligence for months, yet countervailing 
Indian military reinforcements were only sent after the incursions, in late May. This occupation led to 
multiple injurious clashes between Indian and Chinese forces, leading up to a larger skirmish in the Galwan 
Valley area on the night of June 15-16. This latter incident left at least twenty Indian soldiers and several 
PLA troops dead, and marked the first fatal LAC encounter between the two militaries since 1975. While 
China continues to control significant tracts of Ladakh today, Modi and his government have consistently 
denied any incursion has taken place, and blocked discussion of the issue in Parliament.  

The Asia Pacific Bulletin (APB) is produced 
by the East-West Center in Washington. 
APB analyses focus on policy-relevant Asia 
Pacific developments and US-Asia relations 
and are 1000 words in length. APBs are 
designed to provide insights, information, 
and perspective for the busy professional 
or policymaker. APB considers any article 
that provides cogent, timely, and rigorous 
analysis of contemporary issues in the Asia 
Pacific region and encourages contributors 
to write on subjects that impact both US 
and Asian policy. The publication welcomes 
a diversity of opinion and is particularly 
keen to publish voices from the Asia Pacific 
region.
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AsiaMattersforAmerica.org

Asia Matters for 
America  

The Asia Matters for America (AMA) 
initiative maps the trade, investment, 
employment, business, diplomacy, security, 
and people-to-people connections 
between the United States and the 
Indo-Pacific at the national, state, and 
local levels. The publications, one-page 
connection summaries for states and 
congressional districts, and the website are 
resources for understanding the robust and 
dynamic US–Indo-Pacific relationship.

Dr. Samir Saran 
Joins EWC Board  
of Governors 

The East-West Center’s 
Board of Governors 
elected Dr. Samir Saran, 
the head of India’s 
leading think tank, as one 

of the board’s five international members.  
Dr. Saran began his term at the board’s  
semiannual meeting in October, 2023. 

Dr. Samir Saran is President of the Observer 
Research Foundation (ORF), India’s premier 
think tank, headquartered in New Delhi. 
His research focuses on issues of global 
governance, climate change and energy 
policy, technology and media, and India’s 
foreign policy. In addition, he spearheads 
the ORF’s efforts to foster new international 
partnerships and incubate young leaders’ 
networks and youth-led conversations 
globally.

EWC Board of Governors
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The East-West Center promotes better relations and understanding 
among the people and nations of the United States, Asia, and 
the Pacific through cooperative  study research and dialogue. 
Established by the US Congress in 1960, the Center serves as a 
resource for information and analysis on critical issues of common 

concern, bringing people together to exchange views, build 
expertise, and develop policy options. The East-West Center 
in Washington, a program of the East-West Center, advances 
US–Indo-Pacific relations by creating innovative content, 
publications, exchanges, and outreach activities.

  R.I.C.E.

R E S E A R C H
INNOVATION & 
COLLABORATION 
E X C H A N G E

(R.I.C.E.)

Elizabeth Wishnick
Senior Research Scientist, CNA

Awarded $24,000 to study Indo-Pacific 
countries’ efforts and attention to Arctic 
issues. This includes India’s interests in 

and contribution to the Arctic region, and how changing 
geopolitics in the Arctic, especially the Sino-Russian 
partnership, impacts India. 
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  Young Professionals Program

The Young Professionals Program is a 
leadership development experience for 
emerging leaders in US-Indo-Pacific 
affairs, held at the East-West Center 
in Washington’s DC office. Young 
Professionals Program participants 
have opportunities to write articles for 
the Asia Matters for America website, 
conduct research, and take part in unique 
professional development opportunities. 
Participants join a unique and diverse 
network of alumni, with an interest in  
US-Indo-Pacific relations.  

The East-West Center (EWC) welcomes scholars, policy 
experts, non-government organization / civil society 
organization (NGO/CSO) members, researchers, or 
journalists from the Indo-Pacific region, including the 
United States, to undertake research or other projects on 
topics related to the domestic/international governance, 
environmental issues, political economy issues around 
trade, technology and integration, and geopolitics in the 
Indo-Pacific.

R.I.C.E. Recipient 

Educational Exchange

US Indo-Pacific Statecraft Matters for South and 
Southeast Asia (UMSS)
From June 13-15, 2022 in Kolkata, India, 20 undergrad students from India, 
Nepal, and Indonesia convened to brainstorm about an Indo-Pacific 
that is open, connected, prosperous, resilient, and secure. The two-day 
in-person program marked the final leg of the US Indo-Pacific Statecraft 
Matters for South and Southeast Asia (UMSS) project, a project to impart 
college and university students from India/South Asia, Southeast Asia 
and the United States with knowledge of the principles of US Indo-Pacific 
policy through an online virtual training toolkit created by the East-West 
Center in Washington (EWCW) in partnership with the U.S. Consulate 
Kolkata. The exchange program included panel discussions, diplomatic 
simulation by students, speakers from U.S. Embassy New Delhi, USAID, and 
Observer Research Foundation think tank.

Lower Mekong Study Tour 
In January 2023, the East-West Center, in partnership with the U.S. 
Consulate in Chennai, took seven Indian journalists on a study tour 
in Cambodia to increase knowledge and information in India on the 
Lower Mekong Region. The journalists learned about river conservation, 
economic development, and US foreign policy in the region.

India Taiwan Journalists Dialogue  
The East-West Center, with the support of U.S. Embassy Delhi, hosted an 
India Taiwan journalists dialogue in Washington, DC from March 28-30, 
2023. The exchange brought together three Taiwanese and three Indian 
journalists for three days of briefings, interviews, and discussions with 
experts on India, Taiwan, and broader Indo-Pacific affairs. They also 
had meetings with the U.S. Department of State and the Senate foreign 
Relations Committee.  The goals of the program were to increase media 
focus on Indo-Pacific Region-wide developments; increase a more 
nuanced coverage of Taiwan issues as they apply to India, including 
possible cross-border cooperation on reporting projects of mutual 
concern to Indian and Taiwan audiences.

Dr. Nasir Uddin  
Bangladesh 

Dr. Sujata Ashwarya  
India 

Riaz Khokhar  
Pakistan 

Visiting Fellows

1
Pakistani

1
Nepalese


